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The Rover as a Restoration Comedy



e Theatres were closed in England for 18 years.

e Monarchy was restored in 1660.
e People were determined to enjoy luxury and pleasures.

e Consequently, writers engaged themselves in composing
plays with a new spirit.



e |In the Prologue of The Rover, Behn asks the audience to appreciate
the new playwrights.

e |n the Epilogue, Behn mocks the wits and fops in the audience.

e |n both the Prologue and the Epilogue, Behn attacks the narrow-
minded critics and professional playwrights.



Presentation of High Characters

e Characters mainly drawn from the upper strata of society.

e Notable characters are Willmore, Belvile, Don Antonio, Don Pedro, Florinda, Hellena,
Valeria.

e Behn not only presents them, but also shows their passion and emotions.
Presentation of Low Characters
e High characters are always in interaction with low characters.

e Low Characters not only reveal their emotions, but also expose the hypocrisy of the high
characters.

e Notable characters are Callis, the governess of Florinda and Hellena, Moretta, the maid of
Angelica, Stephano, the servant to Don Pedro, Sancho, pimp to Lucetta.



e Hero, Willmore, maintains two relationships simultaneously- with
Hellena and Angelica.

e Promiscuous nature of Don Antonio. His relationships with Angelica
and Florinda.

e Adultery as a dominant theme of Restoration comedy.



e Hellena’s wit impresses the audience, readers, and other characters.

e Wit of Hellena makes her a match for Willmore.

e Wit as a means of exposing the hypocritical nature of society.

e Farcical situation takes place between Blunt and Lucetta.

e Wit and farce provoke fun and laughter among the audience.



e Portrait of Angelica Bianca as a depressed character who is
disappointed in love.

e Desperation exposes lusty and unfaithhful nature of Willmore.

e Willmore wants Anngelica only to gratify his pleasures.



e Florinda and Hellena get reconciled with their lovers.

e \aleria finds her match.

e Don Pedro approves the marriage of his sisters.



