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Walt Whitman (May 31, 1819-March 26, 1892)
An American poet, essayist, and journalist
one of the most influential poets in American history

Incorporated transcendentalism and realism in his
writings

He’s often called the father of free verse



O Captain! My Captain! is an extended metaphor poem
Written in 1865 about the death of Abraham Lincoln
Abraham Lincoln was the 16™ U.S. President

He was assassinated in 1865

He fought against slavery

Whitman represented Lincoln as the ‘father’ figure



During the American Civil War, Whitman moved to
Washington, D.C.

There he worked for the government and volunteered at
hospitals

Whitman never met Lincoln
But Whitman felt a connection to him

He was deeply moved by Lincoln’s assassination



The poem rhymes using an AABBCDED rhyme
scheme

It is designed for recitation

It is written in nine quatrains, organized in three
stanzas
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