


Poetic Devices

Metaphor, symbolism, Imager
onomatopoeia, allusion, hyperbole,
apostrophe, consonance, assonance,
alliteration, enjambment, repetition.




Frequently noted imagery

Black shoe, poor and white foot, barb
wire snare, Dachau, Auschwitz, Belsen
concentration camps, blue Aryan eyes,

black swastika, Red heart, bones,
vampires.




Tone

Angry, betrayed, violent




Themes

Oppression and freedom,
betrayal and loss, female
and male relationships.




Summary

The speaker Is addressing her father. She has
an ambivalent relationship with her father
and all men, at once looking up to her father
and hating the control he has over her life
even after his death. She decides she must
Kill his influence over her life in order to feel
true freedom.




Analysis

The poem is autobiographical, as it reflects
Plath's own experiences with her father, who
died when she was eight years old. Through
the use of intense and sometimes disturbing
imagery, Plath explores her complicated
relationship with her father and the impact his
death had on her life.
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